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Public  Health  Departmej 
Town  Hall, 

Braintree. 

September,  19d 


Mr  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  19^ 
on  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Braintree  Ru. 
District.  * 

The  birth  and  death  rate  were  slightly  higher  than  1948,  1 
lower  than  1947.  There  was  a striking  reduction  in  the  number 
infant  deaths  during  the  year,  thus  giving  the  lowest  infant  mortal 
rate  since  1942. 

The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  was  higher  than  1948,  i , 
increase  being  largely  due  to  cases  of  measles  occurring  during  Apr 
to  July.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  for  the  second  year  in  successi 
there  were  no  confirmed  cases  of  diphtheria  in  the  district.  There  wi. 
only  three  definite  cases  of  poliomyelitis  and  there  was  no  connect!: 
between  them  and  there  was  no  further  spread. 

The  Section  on  the  General  Provision  of  Health  Services  1 
been  almost  entirely  rewritten  to  bring  it  into  line  with  the  new  set 
under  the  National  Health  Service  Act.  The  Essex  County  Council: 
the  Local  Health  Authority  and  provides  the  Public  Health  Servi 
under  the  Act,  and  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  the  Execut 
Council  are  the  responsible  bodies  for  the  provision  of  Hospital  a. 
General  Practitioner  Services  respectively. 

Housing  is,  and  will  continue  to  be,  a major  social  probl 
throughout  the  district,  and  although  good  progress  has  been  made 
the  building  of  new  houses,  it  is  disturbing  to  see  that  the  number 
applications  for  Council  houses  continues  to  increase. 

In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Coun 
the  Council’s  Officers,  and,  in  particular,  the  staff  of  the  Public  Hea 
Department  for  their  help  and  co-operation  since  my  appointment 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

I am,  Mr  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  P.  KALI 


Public  Health  Offices, 

St.  Peter’s  Close, 

Bocking,  Braintree. 

Mr  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting,  in  conjunction  with  the  report  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  my  Report  on  the  work  of  the  Sanitary 
[nspector’s  Department  for  the  year  1949. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  number  of  visits  and  inspections 
again  show  a general  increase  over  the  previous  year  in  spite  of  the 
:act  that  the  staff  of  the  Department  remained  below  normal  estab- 
lishment throughout  the  year.  In  this  connection  I would  emphasize 
that  this  position  cannot  continue  indefinitely  with  the  ever  increasing 
duties,  but  that  steps  must  be  taken  in  the  not  too  disant  future  to 
bring  the  staff  of  the  Department  up  to  normal  strength. 

As  anticipated  in  my  last  report,  the  supervision  of  the  production 
iof  milk  at  farms  passed  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
in  October,  leaving  Local  Authorities  responsible  for  the  distribution 
side  only.  Whilst  one  deprecates  the  passing  of  this  work  from  Local 
Authorities,  in  whose  hands  it  has  been  entrusted  for  so  long,  one  can 
only  offer  the  utmost  co-operation  with  the  staff  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  and  hope  that  the  high  standard  of  clean 
milk  production  achieved  by  co-operation  of  County  and  District 
Councils  in  the  past  will  be  maintained. 

Whilst  it  is  of  course  not  possible  to  report  that  the  housing  prob- 
lem is  by  any  means  solved,  I think  it  is  correct  to  state  that  the  maj- 
ority of  the  worst  cases  of  overcrowding  and  bad  housing  have  been 
dealt  with. 

Still  remaining  of  course  are  those  many  young  couples  married 
during  or  shortly  after  the  last  war  and  who  have  never  had  a separate 
home  of  their  own.  These  families  are  a real  problem  and  whilst  in 
many  cases  one  cannot  say  they  are  living  under  bad  conditions,  the 
fact  remains  that  continued  sharing  of  a home  often  leads  to  domestic 
friction  which  could  be,  and  is  occasionally,  the  cause  of  wrecked 
marriages. 

Only  one  further  hutment  was  converted  into  a temporary  dwell- 
ing during  the  year,  to  meet  the  particular  requirements  of  a problem 
family. 

Fuller  details  of  the  work  of  the  Department  are  given  in  the 
section  of  this  report  commencing  with  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of 
the  District. 


—3— 


In  conclusion.  I should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  tl 
willing  co-operation  of  all  officers  of  the  Council;  the  support  ar 
interest  of  Councillors,  particularly  the  Chairman  of  the  Council  an 
of  the  Public  Health  Committee  with  whom  it  is  necessary  to  mainta.! 
close  contact;  and  the  zeal  and  loyalty  of  my  own  staff  who  have  ur 
failingly  carried  out  their  duties  in  a most  efficient  manner  througho  k 
the  year. 

I am,  Mr  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  ORGAN, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspectc  t 
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General  Statistics 


ea  in  acres 


59,569 


stimated  Resident  Population  in  mid- 1949  ... 

umber  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  books 
ateable  Value 


represented  by  a penny  rate 


£261  2s.  6d. 


£66,711 


18,220 


5,750 


ocial  Conditions  : — The  Rural  District  remains  for  the  most  part 
gricultural  in  character.  There  is  one  clothing  factory  and  one  iron 
orks  in  the  District.  A considerable  number  of  inhabitants  are  em- 
loyed  in  factories  in  the  adjoining  Urban  Districts. 


There  was  no  unemployment  problem  during  1949. 


Vital  Statistics 


In  table  I on  page  6 are  set  out  the  extracts  of  the  Vital  Stat- 
utes of  the  District  for  the  ten  year  period  1940-49,  in  regard  to  the 
stimated  mid-year  populations,  and  the  local  and  national  birth  and 
eath  rates  for  each  year  during  that  time. 


)eaths. 


The  death  rate  for  the  Rural  District  was  12.6  per  1,000  of 
stimated  resident  population.  The  Comparability  Factor  of  0.78  for 
he  District  indicates  that  the  local  death  rate  is  lower  than  that  of 
mgland  and  Wales  as  a whole,  after  adjustment  for  the  proportion  of 
he  different  age  groups  in  the  population. 

Table  II  on  page  7 gives  the  causes  of  Death  of  residents  of  the 
District,  during  the  year,  according  to  sex,  whether  death  occurred  in- 
side or  outside  the  Rural  District.  The  information  for  this  table  has 
)een  furnished  by  the  Registrar  General. 

Diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system  account  for  approxi- 
nately  48  per  cent,  of  all  deaths  during  the  year,  and  cancer  was  the 
second  in  importance  as  a cause  of  death. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1949  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS 
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TABLE  II 

Causes  of  Death 

The  Table  below  was  compiled  from  figures  supplied  by  the 
legistrar-General  and  the  classification  is  given  under  the  new 
bridged  list  of  causes  of  death  as  used  in  England  and  Wales  and 
ontained  in  the  Manual  of  the  International  List  of  Causes  of  Death. 


Cause  of  Death 

typhoid  and  para-typhoid  fevers  ... 

Male 

Female 

3erebro-spinal  fever 

— 

— 

Scarlet  fever 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

3 

1 

Dther  forms  of  tuberculosis 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  diseases 

— 

— 

nfluenza 

5 

1 

Vleasles 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  polio-encephalitis 

— 

1 

\cute  infectious  encephalitis 

— 

— 

Dancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus  (M)  uterus  (F) 

1 

— 

dancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

5 

1 

Cancer  of  breast 

— 

7 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

11 

15 

Diabetes 

3 

3 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

11 

17 

Heart  disease 

44 

44 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

2 

2 

Bronchitis 

4 

6 

Pneumonia 

3 

3 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

1 

— 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

1 

2 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

— 

— 

Appendicitis 

— 

— 

Other  digestive  diseases 

1 

1 

Nephritis 

5 

— 

Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis 

— 

— 

Other  maternal  causes 

— 

— 

Premature  birth 

1 

1 

Congenital  malformation,  birth  injury,  infantile 

disease 

— 

2 

Suicide 

2 

— 

Road  traffic  accidents 

1 

— 

Other  violent  causes 

1 

3 

All  other  causes 

. . . 

11 

4 

All  causes 

116 

114 

The  nett  deaths  of  persons  dying  in  1949,  whose  normal  place  n 
residence  was  within  the  Rural  District,  whether  death  occurred  with 
or  outside  the  District,  was  distributed  in  age  groups  as  shown  belo^l 


All 

under 

1-2  2-5  5-15  15-25 

25-35 

35-45  45-55 

55-65 

65-75  ‘ 

Ages 

1 

& i J 

230 

5 

— 1 4 

2 

3 10 

28 

76  Hi 

The  percentage  of  total  deaths  in  the  age  groups  65  and  upward 
was  77.  The  figure  for  the  previous  year  was  approximately  71°' 

Births. 

In  the  year  1949,  there  were  298  live  births  in  the  Rural  District 


and  these  were  as  follows : — 

Male  Female 
Total  146  152 

Legitimate  142  147 

Illegitimate  4 5 


The  birth  rate  was  16.4  per  1,000  estimated  resident  populatic  i 
This  figure  is  slightly  higher  than  that  of  the  previous  year. 

Stillbirths. 

There  were  8 stillbirths  registered  during  1949  and  these  were  : 
follows : — 

Male  Female 

Total  5 3 

Legitimate  5 3 

Illegitimate  - - 

The  stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  birth  was  2\. 
Infant  Deaths. 

There  were  only  5 deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  in  1949,  ai 
these  were  made  up  as  shown  below : 

Male  Female 

Total  2 3 

Legitimate  2 3 

Illegitimate  - - 

The  death  rate  for  infants  under  one  year  of  age  was  as  follow 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  l( 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  1( 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  biths 

Of  the  5 infant  deaths,  3 were  due  to  prematurity,  one  to  inft: 
enzal  pneumonia  and  one  to  a congenital  deformity. 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

Public  Health  Officers 

7or  list  see  page  1. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  the  Medical  Officer  of 
health  to  the  Councils  of  the  Urban  Districts  of  Braintree  and  Booking 
and  of  Witham,  and  the  Rural  District  of  Dunmow,  and  Assistant 
Medical  Officer  to  the  Essex  County  Council. 

Dr  W.  J.  Moffat  left  in  June  to  take  up  his  new  appointment  as 
Area  Medical  Officer  to  the  South  East  Essex  Health  Area. 

Dr  A P Kalra  commenced  his  appointment  as  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  to  Braintree,  Witham  and  Dunmow  Districts  in  November. 

The  Braintree  and  Bocking  Urban  District  Council,  by  arrange- 
ment with  the  other  local  authorities  concerned,  provide  office  accom- 
modation for  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  the  prefabricated  annexe 

(Of  the  Town  Hall,  Braintree. 

SERVICES  PROVIDED  BY  THE  ESSEX  COUNTY  COUNCIL 
Care  of  Expectant  Mothers 

Regular  ante-natal  clinics  are  held  in  the  larger  villages  through- 
out the  District. 

Care  of  Young  Children  up  to  School  Age 

Child  welfare  clinics  are  held  in  the  villages,  and  injections  for 
diphtheria  immunisation  given,  with  the  parents’  consent.  Children 
requiring  treatment  are  referred  to  the  local  general  practitioners, 
hospitals,  or  appointments  given  for  the  dental,  orthopaedic  and  eye 
clinics  at  the  Combined  Treatment  Centres  in  Braintree  or  Chelms- 

ford. 

Care  of  School  Children 

Regular  school  medical  inspections  are  carried  out  and  the  child- 
ren with  defects  are  referred  for  treatment.  A monthly  clinic  is  held 
for  the  reinforcing  doses  of  diphtheria  prophylactic. 

Health  Visiting 

The  Health  Visitors  visit  the  homes  of  young  children,  act  as 
school  nurses  and  help  at  the  clinics. 

Home  Nursing  and  Domiciliary  Midwifery 

These  services  are  carried  out  by  the  District  nurse  midwives 
resident  in  the  area. 
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Domestic  Help  Service 

Application  for  domestic  help  should  be  made  to  the  Coun  s 
Medical  Officer,  County  Hall,  Chelmsford.  This  service  is  not  provide 
free  of  cost. 

Ambulance  Facilities 

The  whole  of  the  ambulance  services  are  under  the  control  of  tl  f 
Essex  County  Council  and  a 24  hour  service  is  available. 

Care  of  the  Aged  and  Infirm 

Residential  accommodation  is  provided  at  St.  Michael’s  Hospital 
Braintree,  and  at  Stisted  Hall. 

Laboratory  Services 

The  Essex  County  Council  provide  a laboratory  service  whia: 
includes  the  bacteriological  and  chemical  analyses  of  water  sampltc 
the  chemical  analyses  of  sewage  effluents  and  the  bacteriological  exan 
ination  of  milk  and  ice  cream,  and  the  examination  of  other  foods  ft j 
pathogenic  organisms.  These  examinations  are  carried  out  by  tlj 
Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories,  61  Victoria  Street,  Londoi! 
S.W.l. 

Examinations  of  milk  samples  from  the  District  are  also  arrange 
by  the  Essex  County  Council  and  the  service  is  provided  by  the  Essk 
Institute  of  Agriculture  at  Writtle,  near  Chelmsford. 

Chemical  examination  of  foodstuffs  are  undertaken  by  the  Publii 
Analyst  to  the  Essex  County  Council. 

SERVICES  PROVIDED  BY  THE  NORTH  EAST 
METROPOLITAN  REGIONAL  HOSPITAL  BOARD 

The  hospitals  are  managed  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  ar 
provide  medical,  surgical  and  special  treatment.  The  hospitals  whia;! 
serve  the  Braintree  population  are  the  William  Julien  Courtauld  ai 
St.  Michael’s  Hospitals,  Braintree;  the  hospitals  in  Chelmsford,  Cc 
Chester,  Black  Notley  and  Broomfield.  A chest  clinic  is  held  weekly 
the  Combined  Treatment  Centre,  Braintree,  and  treatment  for  Vene 
eal  Disease  is  available  in  Chelmsford  and  Colchester. 

SERVICES  PROVIDED  BY  THE  ESSEX  EXECUTIVE 

COUNCIL 

Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  this  Council  pn 
vides  the  general  Medical,  Dental,  Pharmaceutical  and  Supplemental  i 
Ophthalmic  services  through  the  family  doctors,  dentists,  chemists  ar: 
opticians  in  the  area. 
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Prevalence  of  and  Control  Over  Infectious  Disease 

1 The  incidence  of  cases  of  notifiable  diseases,  other  than  tubercul- 
osis, in  the  Rural  District  throughout  1949  is  set  out  in  the  table  on 

Eage  13.  Details  of  new  cases  and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  are  given 
nder  that  sub-heading.  The  occurrence  of  some  of  the  notifiable 
iseases  are  commented  upon  briefly  below. 

)iphtheria. 

For  the  second  year  running  there  were  no  confirmed  cases  of 
diphtheria  in  the  Rural  District.  This  speaks  well  for  the  diphtheria 
(immunisation  of  infants  and  school  children. 

For  propaganda  purposes  much  use  was  made  of  the  material 
‘supplied  by  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education,  but  the  major 
'credit  of  the  success  of  the  scheme  must  go  to  the  personal  contacts 
made  with  parents  and  school  teachers  by  the  Essex  County  Council 
Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses  in  the  District. 

Measles. 

The  incidence  of  measles  was  again  high  this  year,  with  222  cases 
being  notified.  More  than  half  were  in  children  between  the  age  of  5 
and  10  years,  and  no  cases  were  serious  enough  to  need  admission  to 
hospital.  The  cases  occurred  in  the  months  of  April  to  July. 

Paratyphoid. 

The  one  case  of  paratyphoid  occurred  in  a young  child  at  the 
Polish  Hostel,  Kelvedon.  The  patient  was  admitted  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital  at  Colchester,  and  no  further  cases  occurred. 

Poliomyelitis. 

During  the  1949  epidemic  of  poliomyelitis  in  England  and  Wales, 
only  3 cases  occurred  in  the  Rural  District,  with  one  death.  Two  of  the 
three  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital,  while  the  other  was  nursed  at 
home.  The  three  cases  occurred  in  different  parts  of  the  district,  one 
in  Rayne,  one  in  Great  Bardfield,  and  one  in  Hatfield  Peverel. 

N on-notifiable  Diseases. 

Three  cases  of  impetigo,  4 of  chicken-pox  and  one  of  mumps 
occurred  in  schoolchildren. 

T uberculosis. 

Particulars  of  the  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  reported  during  the 
year  and  of  deaths  from  the  disease  in  the  District  are  set  out  in  the 
table  below : — 
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Age  Periods  (Years)  New  Cases  Deaths 

Non-  Non:  ! 

Respiratory  respiratory  Respiratory  respiraf: 


M 

F 

M 

F M 

F 

M 

0-1 

1-5 

5-10 

— 

— 

1 

— — 

- — 

— 



— 

4 — 

— 

— 

10-15 

2 

— 

1 

— — 

— 

— 

15-20 

3 

1 

1 

— — 

1 

— 

20-25 

3 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

25-35 

2 

4 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

35-45 

1 

1 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

45-55 

— 

— 

1 

1 — 

— 

1 

55-65 

4 

— 

— 

1 3 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

Total 

...  15 

6 

4 

6 3 

1 

1 

21 

10 

4 

1 . 

At  the  end  of  the  year 

there 

were  108  cases  on 

the  Tuberculo; 

Register  of  the  District,  and  these  were 

as  follows : — 

Maies  Females 

Respiratory  Non-respiratory  Respiratory  Non-respiratc 
38  20  29  21 


As  far  as  the  housing  of  families  in  which  there  are  membo 
suffering  from  an  infective  form  of  tuberculosis,  the  Council  ha; 
taken  these  circumstances  into  consideration  in  the  allocation  of  ava. 
able  housing  accommodation. 

Disinfection  of  the  premises  and  bedding  are  offered  to  1 
householders  after  the  death  or  removal  of  an  “open”  case  of  tubr 
culosis.  No  charge  is  made  for  this  service. 


—12— 


sipeap  jo 
jaquinu  jbjox 


jBjidsopj  oj 

pOJJIUipB  SOSB^ 


Q 

w 

hH 

h 

O 

£ 

CO 

W 

CO 

< 

U 

Ph 

O 

d 

w 

« 

5 

D 

Z 


C/D 

Ph 

a 

* 


CO 

<U 

60 

< 


<«  & 


i/i 

VO 


vn 

vO 

I 

vr> 

M- 


vr\ 

M" 

I 

vo 

co 


lOi 

co 

I 

O 

CM 


O 

CM 

I 

VO 


vo 


I 

vo 


vo 

4 


T 

co 


CO 

I 

CM 


(M 


Ih 

<u 

x> 

c 

3 


33  <z> 

cj  <L> 
w W) 

< < 


w 

CO 

< 

w 

CO 

►— I 

Q 

w 

J 

m 

< 

►— I 

PU 

»-H 

h 

O 

Z 


CM 


I I II 


I I 


VO 


Tt"  H t“H 

i— I CO 


CM 


00 


co  >— i M" 

CM 


VO  -—I  VO 


I m I ^ 


I I 


I *■  I 


I I I 


CM 


I I I 


CM  CM  (M 


CM 


I I 


I I 


'OOOCONhi^tJ-NHco 
CM  CM 
CM 


3 3 

bC  <u 

d to 

^ r9  S 

o U o 

P>  * 

«>  t»o  73 

^ .s  £ 

+-»  O, 

jy  o <u 
TJ  o 1 ' 


cd  .2 


C/D 

<D 

C/D 

os  3 ij  <5 


."2 

’3 

3 


d 

o 

a 

d 

a> 

d 


x 

D 

Vh 

Ph 


d 

O 

■M 

03 

d 

o 

<u 


CO 


c3 

ft 

<D 


q.  Ph 

d> 


.2  DC 
S 


03  c3 

CJ  2 

- Oh  -d 


2 3 

O K!  Vj»  —h  03  U 

C/D  ^ < Ph  < 


a . 

*h  <»  H <i> 

s 

d W O H 


oo 


CO 


CO 


CO 


t"- 

M- 


CM 


ON 

CM 


CM 

CM 


VO 


VO 

l> 

CM 


03 

H-> 

O 

H 


13 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District 

Water 

There  were  no  new  works  of  water  supply  or  mains  extensior 
other  than  to  new  housing  sites  during  the  period  covered  by  thl ) 
report,  but  I am  pleased  to  say  that  authorization  had  been  received  ii 
carry  out  much  needed  extensions  at : — 

1.  Ranks  Green,  Fairstead. 

2.  Beazley  End,  Wethersfield. 

3.  Fuller  Street,  Fairstead. 

4.  London  Road,  Black  Notley. 

5.  Brick  Kiln  Green,  Wethersfield. 

6.  Blake  End,  Rayne. 

7.  White  Notley  to  Faulkbourne. 

It  is  anticipated  that  work  will  commence  in  the  early  part  of  195' 

The  main  public  water  supply  generally  has  been  satisf acton 
during  the  year  as  regards  quantity  and  quality,  although  the  Terlir 
supply  once  again  gave  unsatisfactory  results  on  one  analysis. 

None  of  the  waters  is  liable  to  have  any  plumbo-solvent  actio  i: 

The  quality  of  the  raw  water  from  the  Council’s  sources  of  supp 
and  of  the  water  passing  into  supply  is  controlled  by  regular  bacte.: 
iological  examinations.  Regular  chemical  analyses  are  also  made  of  t 
raw  water  from  the  respective  sources.  Twenty-four  samples  of  maui 
water  supplies  were  taken  for  analyses  during  1949.  Copies  of  typic 
reports  on  the  analyses  of  the  water  from  the  four  sources,  Terlii  1 
Waterworks,  South  Essex  Water  Company,  Coggeshall  Waterwor  r 
and  Petches  Bridge  Waterworks  will  be  found  on  pages  19  to  21. 

All  the  main  water  supplies  in  the  District  are  subject  to  chlorin. 
tion  at  the  respective  sources.  In  the  case  of  the  Council’s  undertaking 
gaseous  chlorine  is  employed  at  Petches  Bridge  Works  and  hypochlc  1 
ite  solution  at  Coggeshall  and  at  Terling. 

Notes  on  the  functioning  of  each  of  the  undertakings  during  19"! 
are  given  below.  The  Council’s  Surveyor  and  his  staff,  have  suppli 
the  data  in  regard  to  the  amounts  of  water  pumped  in  each  area  f 
the  year  to  31st  March,  1950.  It  has  not  been  possible  to  obta 
separate  statistics  as  to  trade  and  domestic  consumption  for  the  ye 
under  review. 

PETCHES  BRIDGE  WATERWORKS 

These  works  functioned  on  the  whole  satisfactorily  during  the  ye 
although  difficulties  have  been  met  in  regard  to  a reduction  in  t 
stability  of  the  water  causing  a deposit  of  calcium  carbonate  in  t: 
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lains  and  fittings;  and  with  the  Diesel  high  lift  engine.  The  former 
<as  overcome  by  the  re-introduction  of  a proportion  of  hard  water  into 
ie  supply  delivered. 

During  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1950,  there  were  31,670,000 
hllons  pumped  from  these  works,  on  an  average  day’s  pumping  of  7.3 
ours.  The  overall  rate  for  domestic  consumption  on  this  supply  was 
3.24  gallons  per  head  per  day  of  the  population  supplied. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  50  new  connections  were  made  to  the 
rater  mains  in  the  Northern  Area  of  the  District  which  is  supplied 
ith  main  water  from  these  works. 

COGGESHALL  WATERWORKS 

There  was  a slight  increase  in  the  rate  of  output  from  this  well, 
fhe  area  supplied  by  these  works  continues  to  call  on  increasing  sup- 
plementary supplies  from  the  South  Essex  Water  Company,  despite 
She  fact,  as  shown  by  the  relatively  high  proportion  of  stand-pipe 
supplies,  that  consumers  on  this  supply  are  probably  the  worst  off  in 
regard  to  facilities  for  the  use  of  water  in  the  whole  of  the  Rural 
District. 

The  average  daily  pumping  hours  over  the  year  were  15.7  and 
.he  yield  was  45,095,000  gallons.  This  had  to  be  augmented  by 
l4, 8 14,000  gallons  from  the  South  Essex  Water  Company’s  supply. 

Seventeen  new  connections  were  made  to  the  mains  on  this 
•system  during  the  year. 

TERLING  WATERWORKS 

The  increased  demand  for  water  in  this  area,  particularly  for 
dairy  purposes,  continues,  and  it  is  becoming  increasingly  evident  that 
the  supplies  from  the  shallow  springs  at  Terling  are  not  sufficient  to 
cope  with  the  normal  demand  in  that  area  and  Hatfield  Peverel,  apart 
from  their  questionable  bacteriological  quality. 

A temporary  link  main  was  laid  towards  the  end  of  the  year  from 
,:the  South  Essex  main  at  Langford  to  Hatfield  Peverel  and  from  this 
i1  source  no  less  than  1,390,000  gallons  were  taken  to  31st  March,  1950. 

Apart  from  one  occasion  when  samples  taken  from  the  raw  water 
from  Swan  Pond  and  Norrell’s  Spring  were  not  entirely  satisfactory, 

- the  results  of  the  analyses  as  a whole  over  the  year  were  a distinct 
improvement  over  those  recorded  in  previous  years,  but  the  fact  re- 
mains that  these  particular  Works  are  not  entirely  suitable  in  that  the 
quality  of  the  raw  water  is  liable  to  considerable  variation  and  that 
adequate  chlorination  is  always  essential  and  not,  as  it  should  be,  an 
additional  safeguard  for  a raw  water  of  pure  and  wholesome  standard. 
The  limited  quantity  of  water  which  is  available  from  these  works  is 
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an  additional  reason  for  seeking  an  adequate  and  permanent  source  < 
supply  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

The  output  for  the  year  from  Terling  Waterworks  was  30,774,00  ! 
gallons  to  achieve  which,  the  average  daily  pumping  hours  had  to  t 
increased  to  8.8.  The  rate  of  consumption  for  all  purposes  was  37.3' 
gallons  per  head  per  day.  An  increasing  proportion  of  this  demand 
for  agricultural,  principally  dairy,  purposes. 

Twenty-three  new  connections  were  made  to  the  mains  on  th 
system  to  March,  1949. 

SOUTH  ESSEX  WATER  COMPANY 

A total  of  81,446,000  gallons  was  obtained  by  the  Council  fror 
the  Company,  during  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1949,  a reduction  < 
approximately  10%  over  the  previous  year.  Of  this  amount  14,814,00, 
went  to  augment  the  supply  from  Coggeshall  Waterworks.  It  was  alC 
necessary  to  supply  1,074,000  gallons  to  Witham  Urban  Distridi 
Council  owing  to  a breakdown  with  their  plant.  This  does  reflect  tl 
need  for  co-operation  between  undertakings  and  the  necessity  f( 
maintaining  links  in  order  that  appropriate  emergency  measures  men 
be  taken  in  the  event  of  breakdowns. 

The  rate  for  water  consumption  in  this  area  cannot  be  estimate 
with  any  degree  of  accuracy  because  consumption  figures  for  sue 
large  consumers  as  the  Essex  County  Council  Hospitals  and  Stiste 
Hall,  and  the  Polish  Families  Camp,  Kelvedon,  are  not  available  ft 
the  period  in  question. 

In  this  area  there  were  24  new  connections  made  to  the  mail 
during  the  year. 

Main  Domestic  Water  Supplies. 

Particulars  in  regard  to  the  number  of  houses  and  the  approx^ 
mate  number  of  inhabitants  who  obtain  main  water  supplies,  eithr 
piped  into  houses  or  by  means  of  a standpipe,  are  given  on  the  tab' 
on  page  18.  The  details  are  given  separately  for  each  Parish  and  aJ 
based  principally  on  the  Housing  Survey  carried  out  in  the  Distric 

Shallow  Well  Water  Supplies. 

There  are  still  several  localities  in  the  District  which  have  i 
depend  on  shallow  wells  and  springs  as  their  only  source  of  wat< 
supply,  but  with  the  completion  of  the  mains  extensions  previous^ 
mentioned,  it  is  reasonable  to  state  that  every  hamlet  in  this  Distrk 
will  be  supplied  with  a mains  system,  and  it  will  be  possible  to  elimir 
ate  the  use  of  all  but  two  of  the  wells  and  springs.  This  will  be  n 
mean  achievement,  particularly  when  one  refers  to  the  very  larg 
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[schemes  which  are  now  awaiting  approval  by  the  Minister  of  Health 
from  other  Districts  in  the  Country. 

During  1949  one  shallow  well  supply  was  discontinued,  namely  at 
?The  Green,  White  Notley,  and  there  are  now  remaining  in  use  the 
i following  fifteen  such  sources  in  the  respective  Parishes. 

• 

Parish  Wells  and  Springs 

Fairstead — 3 wells,  2 at  Fuller  Street,  1 at  Ranks  Green. 

Faulkbourne — 1 well  at  Pump  Bungalow. 

Finchingfield — 2 wells  at  Hawkins  Harvest  and  at  Ost  End. 

Panfield — 2 wells  at  Shalford  Road  and  The  Village. 

Pattiswick — 1 well  at  Council  Houses. 

Great  Saling — 1 well  at  Blake  End. 

Shalford — 1 well  at  Jaspers  Green. 

Stisted — 1 well  opposite  Bridge  Hall. 

Wethersfield — 3 wells  at  Blackmore  End,  Beazley  End  and  Brick 
Kiln  Green. 


MAIN  WATER  SUPPLIES 


Provision  of  Alain  Supplies  in  Houses,  Stand-pipe  Supplies  anc. 
estimated  population  served  in  each  Parish  in  the  Braintree  Rura. 
District. 


PARISH 

District 

Total  in 

Main  Supplies 

In  house 

Standpipes 

No.  of 

Houses 

Estimated  Popula- 
tion Mid- 1949 

No.  of 

Houses  served 

Estimated 

Population 

No.  of 

Houses  served 

Estimated 

Population 

Great  Bardfield 

326 

909 

159  | 

477 

24 

74  n 

Bradwell 

166 

545 

102  1 

310 

43 

| 

132H 

Coggeshall 

996 

3053 

584 

i 

1906 

348 

1130 

Cressing 

276 

808 

189 

567 

5 

18' 

Fairstead 

79 

266 

11 

37 

2 

7 

Faulkbourne 

42 

113 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Feering 

277 

958 

268 

804 

13 

411- 

Finchingfield 

400 

1190 

246 

738 

7 

22: : 

Hatfield  Peverel 

684 

2229 

492 

1602 

28 

89 

Kelvedon 

593 

1932 

453 

1580 

99 

340i  - 

Black  Notley 

232 

1198 

118 

383 

9 

311 E 

White  Notley  ... 

131 

424 

70 

227 

19 

62. 

Panfield 

107 

312 

84 

274 

5 

19 

Rayne  ... 

226 

755 

77 

254 

3 

11 

Bardfield  Saling 

69 

199 

35 

112 

5 

18' 

Great  Saling 

109 

310 

58 

182 

13 

44- 

Shalford 

199 

582 

126 

413 

— 

— 

Stisted 

167 

622 

115 

376 

29 

91 

Terling 

248 

851 

118 

386 

25 

82 

Wethersfield 

| 330 

973 

124 

402 

19 

63 

Totals 

5657 

18220 

3449 

11030 

696 

227 4 
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WATER  ANALYSES 


Sample  from  SOUTH  ESSEX  SUPPLY 
Date  of  Sample  4/7/49 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  RESULTS 

1 day  at  37°  C 2 days  at  37°C  3 days  at  20°C 

t! Number  of  Colonies  developing  on 

Agar  per  cc.  or  ml  in  0 0 — 

Presumptive  Coli- aero  genes  Reaction 

Present  in  - ml  Absent  from  100  ml.  Probable  number  0 per  100  ml. 

ii Bact.  coli 

Present  in  - ml  Absent  from  100  ml.  Probable  number  0 per  100  ml. 

iCl.  welchii  Reaction 

Present  in  — Absent  from  - 

Report : This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance  and  of  a satis- 
factory standard  of  bacterial  purity. 

These  results  are  consistent  with  a water  which  is  wholesome  in  character 
and  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 

(Signed)  ROY  C.  HOATHER, 


Sample  from  TERLING  WATERWORKS 
Date  of  sample  29/3/49 

Chemical  Results  in  Parts  per  Million 


Appearance:  Clear  and  bright. 
Colour  (Hazeri)  Nil 

Odour  Nil 

Electric  Conductivity  at  20  °C  710 
Chlorine  in  Chlorides  30 

Hardness : Total  390 

Carbonate  ( Temporary ) 290 

Non-carbonate  (. Permanent ) 100 

Metals  Absent 


Turbidity  ( Silica  Scale ) Nil 
Reaction  pH  6.9 

Total  solids  dried  at  180°C  475 
Free  Carbon  Dioxide  53 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium 

Carbonate  290 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  5.6 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrites  Absent 
Free  Ammonia  0.000 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  0.012 


Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hrs. 

at  27 °C 


0.15 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  RESULTS 


1 day  at  37°  C 2 days  at  37°C  3 days  at  20° 

Number  of  Colonies  developing  on 

Agar  per  cc.  or  ml  in  2 2- 

Presumptive  Coliform  Reaction  ^Present  in  100  ml.  Absent  from  50  m 

fPresent  in  10  ml.  Absent  from  1 m 

Bact.  coli 

Present  in  - Absent  from  100  ml. 

Cl.  welchii  Reaction  Present  in  - Absent  from  - 

*Due  to  coliform  bacteria  of  Intermediate  Type  I. 
fFalse  presumptive  reaction  due  to  spore  forming  organisms. 

Report : This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  and  free  fro;* 
metals,  although  as  the  water  is  very  faintly  acid  in  reaction  and  has  a hip: 
content  of  free  carbon  dioxide,  a corrosive  tendency  might  be  anticipated.  I 
is  very  hard  in  character,  though  not  to  an  excessive  degree,  and  contains  i 
excess  of  saline  or  mineral  constituents  in  solution.  Its  organic  quality  is  ve;1 
satisfactory  and  its  bacterial  purity  is  satisfactory  in  as  much  as  organisms  | 
excremental  origin  are  present  in  only  minimal  numbers. 

Subject  to  the  usual  treatment  in  operation  the  water  is  considerr 
wholesome  in  character  and  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes. 

(Signed)  G.  J.  LAWS, 

Sample  from  COGGESHALL  WORKS 
Date  of  Sample  2/11/49 
BACTERIOLOGICAL  RESULTS 

1 day  at  37°  C 2 days  at  37°C  3 days  at  20 

Number  of  Colonies  developing  on 

Agar  per  cc.  or  ml  in  0 0- 

Presumptive  Coli- aero  genes  Reaction * 

Present  in  100  ml.  Absent  from  50  ml.  Probable  number  1 per  100  r 

Bact.  coli.  ( Type  I) 

Present  in  - Absent  from  100  ml.  Probable  number  0 per  100  r 

Cl.  welchii  Reaction 
Present  in  - Absent  from 

*Of  Intermediate  Type  I. 

Report : This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance  and  of  passal : 
bacterial  purity  consistent  with  a wholesome  water  suitable  for  drinki 
and  domestic  purposes. 

(Signed)  ROY  C.  HOATHER, 
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Sample  from  PETCHES  BRIDGE  WATERWORKS 
Date  of  Sample  27/6/49 
Chemical  Results  in  Parts  per  Million 


j Appearance : Faint  opalescence  with  a 

> Colour  ( Hazen ) Nil 

' Odour  Nil 

{Electric  Conductivity  at  20°  C 900 
Chlorine  in  Chlorides  96 

'Hardness : Total  375 

Carbonate  ( Temporary ) 310 

i Non-carbonate  {Permanent)  65 
\ Metals:  Iron  0.16 

I Other  metals  Absent 

T urbidity  {Silica  Scale)  Less 

than  5 


few  mineral  particles. 

Reaction  pH  7.1 

Total  solids  dried  at  180°C  600 
Alkalinity  as  Calcium 

Carbonate  310 


Free  Carbon  Dioxide  36 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  0.0 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrites  Absent 

Free  Ammonia  0.26 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  0.000 


Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hrs. 

at  21° C 0.20 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  RESULTS 


1 day  at  37°  C 

I Number  of  Colonies  developing  on 

Agar  per  cc.  or  ml  in  1 

Presumptive  Coli-aero genes  Reaction  Present  in 
Bact.  coli  Present  in 

Cl.  welchii  Reaction  Present  in 


2 days  at  37°C  3 days  at  20°C 

2 

- Absent  from  100  ml. 

- Absent  from  100  ml. 

- Absent  from  - 


Report : This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  neutral 
i in  reaction  and  free  from  metals  apart  from  a minute  trace  of  iron.  The  water 
is  very  hard  in  character,  although  not  to  an  excessive  degree,  contains  no 
; excess  of  saline  or  mineral  constituents  and  is  of  very  satisfactory  organic 
I quality  and  bacterial  purity. 

These  results  are  consistent  with  a pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable 
< for  public  supply  purposes. 

(Signed)  G.  J.  LAWS 


Drainage  and  Sewerage 

It  is  extremely  disappointing  to  record  that  no  progress  was  made 
with  regard  to  the  provision  of  main  drainage  for  the  Parishes  of 
Finchingfield,  Wethersfield  and  Great  Bardfield.  In  spite  of  the  Min- 
■ ister  of  Health’s  approval  in  principal  having  been  given  to  the  scheme, 
the  commencement  has  had  to  be  delayed  owing  to  decisions  taken  on 
National  Expenditure.  Prevailing  conditions  in  these  three  villages 
cannot  possibly  improve  and  it  is  therefore  imperative  that  every 
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effort  should  be  made  to  persuade  the  Minister  to  review  his  decisis 
in  order  that  the  inhabitants  may  have  the  benefit  of  modern  sanitai: 
conveniences,  and  the  gross  contamination  in  the  ditches  and  stream 
can  be  done  away  with. 

In  view  of  the  above  no  further  direct  action  was  taken  to  provii; 
similar  facilities  for  Rayne,  Terling,  Stisted  and  Rradwell,  all 
which  have  much  need  for  these  amenities. 

In  regard  to  the  functioning  of  the  Council’s  existing  Sewa? 
Disposal  Works  and  their  respective  sewerage  systems,  the  Council! 
Surveyor  has  kindly  supplied  information  for  the  following  note 
which  are  given  below  under  the  heading  of  the  respective  World 

COGGESHALL  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  WORKS 

Of  the  four  samples  of  the  effluent  from  these  works  taken  duriij 
the  year  not  one  reached  the  prescribed  standard  of  purity;  this  bei 
the  second  successive  year  when  no  satisfactory  sample  has  been  c 
tained.  This  affords  further  evidence  of  the  imminent  need  for  recce/ 
ditioning  of  these  works  which  at  the  moment  are  coping  with  neau 
three  times  the  flow  they  were  designed  to  deal  with.  Increased  filti 
tion  has  been  obtained  but  unless  further  action  is  taken  quickly  t 
position  is  likely  to  get  out  of  hand  when  the  new  site  of  78  houses>£ 
completed. 

Very  little  trouble  was  experienced  during  the  year  with  bat 
flooding  of  the  drains  in  the  Gravel  area,  no  doubt  due  to  the  abnorr;' 
ally  dry  season.  The  storm  relief  sewer  approved  by  the  Courr.i 
should  however  be  proceeded  with  since  the  trouble  will  inevitain 
recur  during  times  of  heavy  rain. 

KELVEDON  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  WORKS 

Whilst  there  is  the  tendency  for  these  works  also  to  become  ov 
loaded  due  largely  to  the  increasing  inefficiency  of  the  pumping  mac 
inery,  the  position  is  not  so  bad  as  at  Coggeshall  as  is  evidenced  by 
the  fact  that  only  one  out  of  four  samples  taken  failed  to  reach 
prescribed  standard.  Negotiations  with  the  Eastern  Gas  Board 
garding  the  effluent  from  the  Kelvedon  Gas  Works  have  been  arnica 
concluded  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  final  agreement  would 
reached  early  in  1950. 

HATFIELD  PEVEREL  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  WORKS 

Here  again  the  necessity  for  completely  modernising  these  war 
must  be  emphasised.  They  are  dealing  with  an  estimated  flow  of  76, T 
gallons  against  their  designed  capacity  of  30,000  gallons  per  day,  i ; 
of  the  three  samples  of  the  effluent  taken,  one  failed  to  reach  the  p 
scribed  standard. 
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Extensive  tests  were  carried  out  in  co-operation  with  the  Counties 
tjPublic  Health  Laboratories  with  regard  to  the  effluent  from  the  Central 
Dairy,  Hatfield  Peverel,  which  causes  considerable  pollution  of  the 
River  Ter.  The  reports  on  these  tests  showed  that  the  high  caustic 
content  of  the  effluent  would  be  detrimental  to  the  Council’s  sewage 
^vorks  if  taken  into  the  sewer,  and  the  owners  are  now  exploring  alter- 
native detergents,  less  caustic  than  that  previously  in  use. 

WHITE  NOTLEY  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  WORKS 


All  five  samples  of  the  effluent  from  these  works  were  up  to 
itandard  showing  that  they  are  functioning  satisfactorily  and  within 
heir  capacity. 


Rivers  and  Streams 

Pollution  of  streams  flowing  into,  and  of  the  River  Pant  itself, 
Continued  to  occur  in  the  villages  of  Great  Bardfield,  Finchingfield 
land  Wethersfield.  The  implementation  of  the  scheme  for  the  sewerage 
Jof  these  villages  will  result  in  the  cessation  of  such  pollution. 

Similar  pollution  by  old  sewers  draining  directly  into  the  river 
loccurs  on  the  River  Ter  at  Terling,  and  here  again,  the  provision  of 
the  proposed  sewage  disposal  scheme  for  the  area  will  do  away  with 
ithe  pollution. 

[The  River  Blackwater  is  polluted  by  trade  waste  from  the  local 
as  Works  at  Kelvedon,  and  by  drainage  from  isolated  properties 
vay  from  the  line  of  the  public  sewer. 

Public  Cleansing 

ollection  of  Domestic  Refuse. 

This  service,  which  now  covers  every  Parish  in  the  Rural  District, 
-jntinued  to  function  satisfactorily  in  spite  of  the  many  difficulties  that 
lare  experienced  in  maintaining  such  a service  in  a scattered  rural  area. 

Increased  efficiency  in  personnel  and  the  provision  of  a greater 
Inumber  of  proper  dustbins,  making  for  speedier  collections,  enabled 
the  scheme  to  be  extended  to  more  isolated  parts  of  the  various 
Parishes  and  it  is  estimated  that  by  the  end  of  the  year,  approximately 
95%  of  the  properties  had  their  refuse  removed. 

The  two  existing  tips  at  Coggeshall  and  Terling  continued  in  use 
during  the  year  but  the  former  is  quickly  reaching  the  stage  when 
j tipping  will  no  longer  be  practicable.  In  addition  a further  tip  was 
put  into  use  at  Beazley  End  to  serve  the  major  part  of  the  Northern 
Area.  This  will  obviate  the  long  hauls  between  that  area  and  the 
Coggeshall  tip. 
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Apart  from  a major  breakdown  to  the  Scammell  Lorry  whic 
necessitated  its  return  to  the  works  for  a complete  overhaul,  the  ve- 
hicles continued  to  function  reasonably  satisfactorily  in  spite  of  the, 
increasing  age. 

The  provision  of  proper  receptacles  for  the  storage  of  refuse  h 
proceeded  slowly,  but  in  view  of  one  court  case  which  went  again:: 
the  Council,  little  definite  formal  action  was  taken  to  enforce  the 
provision.  The  law  in  this  respect  is  most  unsatisfactory  and  resulj 
in  a most  confusing  position. 

Salvage. 

Salvaged  materials  to  the  value  of  just  over  £550  were  collectc 
and  disposed  of  during  the  year.  This  figure  is  considered  to  be  parti 
ularly  satisfactory  since  indications  at  the  end  of  1948  tended  to  she  , 
a complete  drop  in  income  from  this  source,  and  unless  circumstanc 
alter  suddenly  there  is  no  reason  why  this  rate  of  income  should  not 
at  least  maintained  during  1950. 

Night  Soil  Collection. 

The  collection  of  night  soil  in  those  Parishes  to  which  this  facilii 
had  been  afforded,  continued  to  function  as  satisfactorily  as  one  c 
claim  for  this  work,  the  necessity  for  which  should  be  brought  to  g 
end  as  speedily  as  possible  by  the  provision  of  proper  seweraj 
schemes. 

Several  minor  extensions  were  approved  by  the  Council  duri  n 
the  year,  but  owing  to  difficulties  of  disposal  it  was  not  possible  ;> 
bring  them  all  into  operation. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District 

The  work  done  during  the  year  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  n 
partment  is  detailed  in  the  table  entitled  “Nature  and  Number  c 
Visits,  Inspections,  etc.”  set  out  on  page  30.  As  is  only  to  be  expect  is 
under  present  day  conditions  the  bulk  of  visits  paid  are  in  respect  :> 
housing  defects  which  are  brought  to  light  as  a result  of  applicatic  jfl 
for  housing  accommodation  which  continue  to  be  dealt  with  by  ill 
Department. 

One  other  category  which  shows  a marked  increase  in  the  numlnt 
of  visits  is  re-drainage  work.  More  and  more  owners  sought  advero 
with  regard  to  the  re-drainage  of  their  properties,  a large  number  bend 
connections  to  sewers  which  had  been  laid  before  the  1939-45  w 
the  connections  having  been  delayed  by  prevailing  difficult  conditio 
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Shops  Act,  1934 

Apart  from  premises  used  for  the  preparation,  storage  and  sale 
i:f  foods,  it  was  not  possible  to  carry  out  routine  inspections  of  all 
flops  in  the  District  during  the  year. 

Movable  Dwellings 

No  difficulty  was  experienced  with  the  itinerant  van-dwellers  who 
sass  through  the  District  in  considerable  numbers,  particularly  at  pea 
licking  time,  since  they  do  not  normally  linger  for  any  length  of  time 
n one  spot. 

Further  applications  were  granted  for  stationing  caravans  on 
jingle  sites  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  10  such  licences  in 
Dree.  This  type  of  development  is  particularly  difficult  to  deal  with, 
kith  the  present  shortage  of  housing  accommodation,  but  the  Council 
iecided,  that  so  far  as  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act  were 
joncerned,  they  would  deal  sympathetically  with  applications  where  it 
ivas  genuinely  considered  hardship  would  follow  if  not  granted.  Strict 
tonditions  relating  to  water  supply  and  sanitation  were  imposed  and 
io  difficulty  was  experienced  in  obtaining  and  maintaining  satisfactory 
ftygienic  standards. 

One  site  was  licenced  for  the  use  of  a specified  number  of  tents 
knd  vans  in  connection  with  the  provision  of  holidays  in  the  country 
f or  children  from  the  East-end  of  London.  Whilst  no  actual  difficulties 
were  experienced  during  1949,  the  administration  of  this  camp  is  such 
(ihat  close  supervision  will  be  necessary  if  it  is  to  be  maintained  in  a 
pygienic  state. 

Smoke  Abatement 

Routine  observations  were  made  during  the  year  on  the  only  four 
factory  chimneys  in  the  District,  but  in  only  one  case  was  there  need 
for  further  action,  and  this  only  informally.  In  spite  of  modifications 
^having  been  made  to  the  plant,  complaints  continued  to  be  received 
sand  it  was  then  decided  to  try  an  alternative  type  of  fuel.  This  at  first 
.appeared  to  be  unobtainable  in  sufficient  quantity,  but  I am  pleased  to 
say  that  with  the  help  and  co-operation  of  the  Local  Fuel  Overseer, 
it  was  eventually  obtained,  with  such  improvement  to  the  quantity  and 
.quality  of  smoke  emitted. 

Vermin  Infestation 

I V 

Ten  cases  of  vermin  infestations  were  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

The  special  precautions  adopted  some  time  ago  to  ensure  that  no 
infestations  arose  in  Council  Houses  through  vermin  being  taken  in 
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furniture  or  other  effects  from  existing  properties,  were  actively  pe: 
sued,  and  the  value  of  this  work  proved  beyond  any  doubt.  In  a; 
cases  it  was  possible  to  deal  effectively  with  the  infestations  by  tl 
Department’s  own  staff,  in  no  instance  it  being  necessary  to  seek  til 1 
assistance  of  a firm  of  contractors  specialising  in  this  work. 

Rodent  Control 

The  services  of  a full-time  Rodent  Operator  were  again  shares 
with  three  neighbouring  Authorities  and  it  was  found  that  this  arrange 
ment  was  satisfactory  and  adequate.  Close  co-operation  was  also  main*:, 
tained  with  the  Pest  Section  of  the  County  Agricultural  Committe 
who  deal  with  infestations  by  rodents  on  agricultural  lands  and  prr : 
mises. 

As  a result  of  complaints  received  or  infestations  found  durintr 
normal  inspections,  10  major  infestations  (20 — 100  rats);  25  mine 
infestations  (1 — 20  rats);  and  one  case  of  infestation  by  mice,  wet 
dealt  with,  the  majority  with  satisfactory  results  at  the  first  treatment 
In  addition,  the  Council’s  refuse  tips  and  sewage  beds  were  periodically 
treated. 

Routine  tests  of  all  the  Council’s  sewers  were  made  during  tl 
year,  and  as  a result  of  an  infestation  being  found  in  the  system  j : 
Hatfield  Peverel,  the  necessary  treatment  was  given  with  good  resultui 

All  approved  expenditure  on  this  work  was  subject  to  a 50° 
grant  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

Factories 

Particulars  of  premises  in  the  Rural  District  coming  within  tl 
scope  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  and  of  inspections  made,  will  1 
found  in  the  table  on  page  32. 

There  were  only  2 outworkers  notified  as  being  employed  in  tl 
District  in  the  year,  one  in  the  manufacture  of  wearing  apparel  an 
one  in  textile  weaving. 

Schools 

All  schools  in  the  Rural  District  have  piped  main  water  supplir 
available  and  sanitary  conveniences  continued  to  be  maintained  in 
reasonably  satisfactory  state. 

One  voluntary  school,  whose  fate  under  the  rationalisation  scherr: 
of  the  Essex  Education  Committee  is  uncertain,  is  still  not  connects; 
to  the  sewer,  although  the  latter  has  been  available  immediately  i j 
front  of  the  premises  for  over  1 1 years. 


HOUSING 

The  number  of  additional  units  of  accommodation  provided  in 
le  District  during  1949  amounted  to  103,  a decrease  of  27  over  the 
devious  year.  This  number  was  made  up  as  follows : — 

New  Council  Houses  ...  • • • 92 

Private  enterprise  houses  ...  ...  12 

Temporary  Dwellings  ...  •••  1 

Reconditioned  private  dwellings  ...  3 

Total  108 

Less : — 

2 cases  of  reconditioning  where  units  of 

accommodation  reduced  from  4 to  2 2 

3 properties  occupied  in  1948  but  now 

demolished  ...  • • • • • • 3 


Net  total  103 


This  figure  is  considerably  less  than  the  annual  demands  for  sep- 
tate housing  accommodation  as  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  the  total 
humber  of  applications  on  the  housing  list  at  31st  December,  1949 
vas  717  as  against  584  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year. 

As  stated  previously,  whilst  it  is  correct  to  claim  that  the  worst 
cases  of  overcrowding  and  bad  housing  have  been  dealt  with,  there 
still  remain  those  cases  where,  whilst  no  statutory  overcrowding  exists 
on  the  meagre  standards  of  the  Housing  Act,  physical  and  moral 
overcrowding  prevails  j plus  the  large  number  of  cases  where  two  or 
more  families  continue  to  exist- — one  cannot  say  “live  in  the  same 
dwelling.  These  latter  cases  provide  a serious  social  problem  which 
|vill  have  to  be  given  very  careful  consideration  in  the  near  future, 
particularly  when  one  considers  that  many  have  existed  since  before 
81945. 

With  regard  to  work  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  this  continues 
to  be  necessarily  slow,  but  during  the  year,  11  sub-standard  properties 
were  entirely  re-conditioned  and  brought  up  to  the  accepted  present 
day  standard,  though  the  number  of  units  were  reduced  from  11  to  6. 

Eighteen  properties  subject  to  operative  Demolition  Orders,  many 
of  them  made  in  the  early  30’s,  were  demolished  during  1949. 

Every  effort  was  made  to  deal  with  complaints  of  bad  housing 
conditions,  but  in  view  of  the  high  cost  of  repair  work  and  the  com- 
paratively low  rents  paid,  the  work  asked  for  had  to  be  restricted  to 
absolute  necessities.  This  position  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult 
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and  unless  alterations  are  made  in  the  Rent  Restrictions  Acts  to  enatb! 
landlords  to  obtain  increased  income  from  rents,  many  of  them 
be  faced  with  very  heavy  losses  if  their  properties  are  to  be  maintain!  | 
in  a satisfactory  state. 

Only  one  further  hutment  was  converted  to  a temporary  dwellii  I 
during  the  year,  to  meet  the  particular  needs  of  a problem  family. 

In  view  of  the  increasingly  difficult  task  of  maintaining  the, : 
dwellings  in  a reasonably  fit  state,  the  Council  did  consider  wheth:  . 
or  not  as  they  became  vacant,  they  should  again  be  occupied,  but 
was  finally  agreed  that  there  was  a demand  for  this  type  of  accoru: 
modation,  particularly  in  many  cases,  during  the  transitionary  perien 
between  marriage  and  securing  a Council  House,  and  that  their  u 
should  be  retained. 

The  Housing  Act,  1949,  which  provided  for,  subject  to  certaj? 
conditions,  the  making  of  grants  to  owners  for  works  of  improvement 
— -as  distinct  from  repair — to  their  properties,  came  into  operation  ill 
the  1st  July.  This  Act  appears  to  be  quite  a useful  piece  of  legislation 
though  somewhat  unwieldly  in  administration,  but  since  notice  of  ti 
Act  was  not  received  by  Local  Authorities  until  well  into  Septemb*  r 
there  was  not  sufficient  time  before  the  end  of  the  year  to  judge  whir 
the  response  from  owners  would  be  and  how  its  administration  worn: 
work  out. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

Milk  Supply 

As  anticipated  in  last  year’s  report,  the  responsibility  for  the  prq 
duction  of  milk  under  hygienic  conditions  passed  from  Local  Authcdi 
ities  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  in  October,  1944 
leaving  the  former  responsible  for  the  distribution  side  of  the  industti 
alone.  It  is  only  natural  to  regret  the  passing  of  part  of  this  work  fro?: 
Local  Authorities,  in  whose  hands  it  had  been  entrusted  for  so  Ion 
especially  where  a high  standard  had  been  achieved;  and  it  can  on 
be  hoped  that  it  will  be  found  possible  to  maintain  this  standard, 
is  interesting  to  note  that  many  officers  of  Local  Authorities  who  ha 
administered  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order  and  allied  Regulations,  ha 
been  taken  over  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  for  tl 
work. 

Prior  to  1st  October,  there  were  101  premises  registered  for  t 
production  and/or  sale  of  milk,  including  10  registered  as  retail  prenf 
ises  only.  After  that  date,  new  registers  of  milk  distributors  and  dairi  i 
were  compiled  but  mainly  owing  to  the  delay  in  obtaining  the  ne 
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Registration  forms  it  was  not  possible  to  issue  these  before  the  begin- 
ning of  1950. 

Particulars  of  inspections  made  at  premises  concerned  with  the 
Jale  and  production  of  milk  are  given  in  the  table  on  Inspections  and 
j/isits.  Generally  speaking  the  standard  throughout  the  year  was  satis- 
factory and  in  no  case  of  complaint  was  it  necessary  to  issue  more 
?han  a verbal  warning. 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

There  were  31  premises  registered  for  the  storage,  manufacture 
and  sale  of  ice  cream  in  the  District,  an  increase  of  6 over  the  previous 


year. 


Eighty-seven  samples  were  taken  during  the  season,  with  the  fol- 
lowing results  in  terms  of  the  Provisional  Grading  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  applicable  to  the  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test:  — 

1 Manufactured  in  the  District  Manufactured  outside  the  District 


U3  in  provisional  Grade  I 
jj  7 in  provisional  Grade  II 
jj  3 in  provisional  Grade  III 
j 3 in  provisional  Grade  IV 


35  in  provisional  Grade  I 
14  in  provisional  Grade  II 
6 in  provisional  Grade  III 
6 in  provisional  Grade  IV 

These  results  show  a marked  improvement  over  those  samples 
taken  in  previous  years  and  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  the  small 
/manufacturers  who  sprung  up  like  mushrooms  two  years  ago,  with 
: very  inferior  products,  appear  to  have  almost  entirely  disappeared. 

Ice  Cream  is  a commodity  which  is  bound,  during  its  manufacture 
and  subsequent  handling,  to  be  exposed  to  many  risks  of  contamination 
which  could  be  a great  potential  danger  to  health,  and  as  such  must  be 
j given  particular  and  constant  attention.  Considerable  time  and  trouble 
. was  therefore  spent,  particularly  during  the  summer  months,  on  inspec- 
i tions  at  ice  cream  premises,  on  sampling,  and  on  advisory  visits  fol- 
i lowing  reports  on  unsatisfactory  products;  but  in  view  of  the  results 
j achieved,  this  time  would  appear  to  have  been  well  spent. 


r 

Meat  Inspection 

Once  again  there  were  no  changes  in  the  arrangements  for  the 
i supply  of  meat  to  the  butchers  in  the  District  during  the  year  and  all 
i meat  so  supplied  continues  to  be  drawn  from  slaughterhouses  in  ad- 
1 joining  Districts  where  it  is  inspected  at  the  time  of  slaughter.  The 
! standard  generally  of  meat  supplied  in  the  District,  at  least  from  a 
! Public  Health  aspect,  was  reasonably  good  and  very  little  of  a dis- 
eased or  unsound  condition  was  found  during  the  visits  which  are 
maintained  to  butchers’  premises.  The  standard  of  cleanliness  in  these 
premises  continues  to  give  every  satisfaction. 
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Other  Food 

Periodical  visits  were  paid  to  other  food  premises  and  the  folli 
ing  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption,  where  posssi 
being  disposed  of  for  animal  feeding  stuffs : — 

598  tins  of  food  of  various  types;  Cheese  606-J  lbs.;  Mutton  8 11 
Beef  72-J  lbs.;  Pork  22  lbs.;  Bacon  7 lbs.;  Fish  80  lbs.;  Corned  II 
6 lbs. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies 

Total  number  of  premises  registered — 30th  September,  1949  ... 
Premises  registered  for  Production  and  Wholesale  ... 

Premises  registered  for  Production  and  Retail 
Premises  registered  for  Retail  only 

Premises  licensed  for  production  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ... 
Premises  licensed  for  production  of  Accredited  Milk 


Nature  and  Number  of  Visits,  Inspections,  etc. 

Complaints  received  and  investigated 
Visits  to  investigate  complaints 
Revisits  and  inspections  of  work  in  progress 
Interviews  with  owners,  builders  and  architects 
Infectious  disease  enquiries 
Disinfections  carried  out 
Disinfestations  carried  out 
Inspections  of  Cowsheds  and  Dairies 
Visits  to  Slaughterhouses  and  Butchers’  Shops 
Inspections  of  Knacker’s  yard 
Inspections  of  Bakehouses 
Inspections  of  Fish  Friers’  premises 
Inspections  of  Ice  Cream  premises 
Inspections  of  Factories  and  Workshops 
Water  Samples  taken 
Ice  Cream  Samples  taken 
Drains  tested 

Visits  to  premises  regarding  re-drainage  .. 

Visits  to  requisitioned  premises 
Visits  to  temporary  dwellings 
Visits  to  Camping  and  Caravan  Sites 
Visits  in  connection  with  refuse  collection  and  salvage 
Visits  to  refuse  tips 

Visits  to  premises  prior  to  removals  to  Council  House* 
Visits  following  applications  for  Council  Houses 
Visits  to  ascertain  Permitted  Numbers 
Visits  in  connection  with  H.C.N.  fumigation 
Miscellaneous  visits  and  inspections 
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Controlled  Premises — Details  of  Inspection,  etc. 
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i.  Common  Lodging  Houses 

Nil 

_ __ 



— 

— 

Bakehouses 

21 

21 

42 

2 

1 

Nil 

i Cowsheds,  Other  Dairies  and  Milkshops 

101 

96 

141 

5 

5 

Nil 

Slaughterhouses 

16 

16 

68 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

.Knackers’  Yards 

1 

1 

27 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

'Offensive  Trades 

Nil 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

r Fish  Friers 

5 

5 

40 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

’ Ice  Cream  Premises 

31 

31 

173 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Factories  and  Workshops  ... 

t 

81 

53 

72 

7 

4 

Nil 

) Notices  and  Letters  sent  out. 

Informal  Notices,  Letters,  Formal  Notices — 555. 


Factories  Act,  1937 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provision  as  to  health  (ii 
eluding  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

PREMISES 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiei 

Prosecut 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Section 

1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 

Authorities 

19 

48 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

62 

24 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

(excluding  out-workers 

premises) 

Total 

81 

72 

— 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


PARTICULARS 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Numb 
of  ca; 
inwhi 

Found 

Remed- 

ied 

Refe 
to  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 

rred 
by  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 

prosec 
tions 
were  i 
stitut 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

1 

Overcrowding  (S.2.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4.) 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6.)... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7.) 

(a)  insufficient 

2 

1 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork)  ... 



_ 

_ 

- . 

Total 

7 

4 

— 

— 

— 
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